Etoposide (VP-16) in the treatment of advanced adenocarcinoma of the pancreas.
Twenty-six patients with advanced adenocarcinoma of the pancreas were treated with etoposide (VP-16), 100-180 mg/m2 i.v., days 1, 2, and 3, monthly. Twenty-five had bidimensionally measurable disease and one had evaluable disease only. This regimen and dosage schedule were well tolerated, with minimal toxicity including myelosuppression; a median WBC count nadir of 3,600 cells/mm3 (range 200-2,400); and a median platelet nadir of 215,000 cells/mm3 (range 15,000-405,000). However, no patients responded and only two had stable disease for 3.5 and 4 months, respectively. At this dosage and schedule, there is no role for VP-16 in the treatment of advanced pancreatic adenocarcinoma.